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SUBJECT: URGENT REQUEST FOR C-130 CREWS 

1 . SUDAN MINDEF APPROACHED ME AT EGYPTIAN NATIONAL DAY 
RECEPTION LAST NIGHT WITH AN URGENT REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE. 

HE SAID THERE WAS A "FAMINE" IN THE SOUTH. HE HAD SENT 

TWO C-130 PLANELOADS OF FLOUR FOR THE SUDANESE MILITARY 
IN JUBA BUT THERE WAS EVEN GREATER NEED TO ASSIST THE 
CIVILIAN POPULATION IN THE AREAS OF JUBA, WAU AND MALAKAL. 

HE COMPLAINED THAT THE CIVILIAN MINISTERS WHO SHOULD HAVE 
SEEN TO IT THAT FOOD SUPPLIES WERE SENT SOUTH IN A TIMELY 
MANNER HAVE BEEN PREOCCUPIED WITH OAU SUMMIT AND OTHER 
MATTERS AND HAD FALLEN DOWN ON THE JOB. MOREOVER, 

SUDAN’S RIVER TRANSPORT SYSTEM HAD BEEN ALLOWED TO 
DETERIORATE TO POINT WHERE IT WAS PRACTICALLY USELESS. 

ALL OF THIS HAD SERVED TO GENERATE PRESSURE ON SUDANESE 
MILITARY TO HELP RESOLVE THE SITUATION. 

2. HIS SPECIFIC REQUEST WAS THAT SHIPMENT OF ESSENTIAL 
RADAR PARTS BE EXPEDITED SO THAT THREE OF THE C-130'S, 

NOW DEADLINED, COULD BE RETURNED TO SERVICE. BUT HIS 
MOST URGENT REQUEST WAS THAT LOCKHEED SUPPLY TWO 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 KHARTO 03336 241106Z 

COMPLETE CREWS (CONSISTING OF 2 PILOTS, 2 NAVIGATORS, 

2 FLIGHT ENGINEERS, AND 2 LOADMASTERS FOR A TOTAL OF 
10 PERSONNEL) AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO FLY AIRCRAFT. 

3. DEFENSE ATTACHE HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH THE 
SUDANESE MILITARY MOST OF THE MORNING. HE REPORTS 
THAT THE SUDANESE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO SHIP DEFECTIVE 
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RADARS TO CONUS FOR REPAIR DUE TO A BAN ON CARGO 
SHIPMENTS AT KHARTOUM AIRPORT DURING PERIOD OF THE 
SUMMIT. FURTHER, IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT A LONG LEAD 
TIME FOR REPAIR IS NECESSARY FOR THE NAVIGATIONAL RADAR 
AND THE MOST PRACTICAL INTERIM SOLUTION WOULD BE FOR 
LOCKHEED TO ALLOW THEIR IN-COUNTRY PERSONNEL TO WORK ON 
RADARS WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT WARRANTIES WOULD NOT 
BE VIOLATED. FURTHERMORE, MINDEF HAS WITHDRAWN THE 
WORD "FAMINE" FROM HIS DESCRIPTION OF THE SITUATION. 

HE SAYS THIS IS A PERIODIC PROBLEM OF GETTING FOOD SUPPLIES 
TO THE REMOTE AREAS OF THE COUNTRY DURING THE RAINY SEASON. 
COMMENT: DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUES WHO HAVE VISITED THE SOUTH 
RECENTLY HAVE OBSERVED SERIOUS DISTRESS ON THE PART OF THE 
POPULATION BECAUSE OF SHORTAGE OF FOOD SUPPLIES. FOR POLITICAL 
REASONS OBVIOUSLY SUDANESE HESISTATE TO USE THE WORD 
"FAMINE '. YET THE NEED IS THERE AND I URGE THAT WE DO OUR 
BEST TO RESPOND TO IT. AS WE UNDERSTAND IT, THERE ARE 
ADEQUATE SUPPLIES OF FOOD IN THE COUNTRY. THE PROBLEM 
IS GETTING IT TO THE PEOPLE WHO NEED IT. 

4. THE QUESTION OF ADDITIONAL U.S. CREWS FOR C-130'S 
HAS BEEN DISCUSSED BETWEEN PEACE PILLAR MISSION AND 
SUDAN MILITARY OVER THE PAST MONTHS. AS I UNDERSTAND 
IT, PEACE PILLAR REPRESENTATIVES FEEL THAT SUDANESE HAVE 
REACHED POINT WHERE THEY ARE CAPABLE OF FLYING THESE 
AIRCRAFT ON THEIR OWN. MOREOVER, THE FUNDS ALLOCATED 
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FOR AMERICAN CREWS IN THE PEACE PILLAR CONTRACT APPEAR 
TO HAVE BEEN EXHAUSTED. SUDANESE ON THEIR PART ARE STILL 
HESITANT TO USE THEIR OWN PERSONNEL IN THESE 
EXPENSIVE AIRCRAFT ON THESE DIFFICULT MISSIONS. 

5. RECOMMENDATION: IN VIEW OF THE URGENT NEED 

TO GET FOOD TO THE SUDANESE, I RECOMMEND THAT STATE 
AND DEFENSE CUT THE RED TAPE AND RECRUIT AND SENT TO 
SUDAN TWO COMPLETE CREWS AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. 

SUDANESE MILITARY TELL US THAT IF PEACE PILLAR FUNDS ARE NOT 
AVAILABLE, THEY ARE PREPARED TO ENTER INTO A SEPARATE 
CONTRACT AND PAY THE CREWS THEMSELVES. IN VIEW OF SUDAN'S 
EXTREMELY DIFFICULT FINANCIAL SITUATION, I WOULD HOPE THAT 
A WAY COULD BE FOUND TO AVOID THIS. IF PEACE PILLAR 
FUNDS ARE, IN FACT, NOT AVAILABLE. PERHAPS WE COULD 
FUND THE CREWS THROUGH THE PRESENT PERIOD OF HARDSHIP 
(ABOUT 60 DAYS) OUT OF U.S. DISASTER RELIEF FUNDS. 

BERGUS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, AIRCRAFT 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 24 jul 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978KHARTO03336 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780303-0108 
Format: TEL 
From: KHARTOUM 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780728/aaaaaxmb.tel 

Line Count: 112 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: a73bf96d-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1910394 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: URGENT REQUEST FOR C-130 CREWS 
TAGS: MASS, SU, US 
To: STATE DOD 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/a73bf96d-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



